
 

 

MEDIA RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Six Citizens to Receive Life Saving Award from Fairmount Fire Protection 

District 

Golden, Co July 1, 2015 – During the course of a typical day working in the office on June 3, the 

business owner unexpectedly collapsed and suffered sudden cardiac arrest. This happened at 

Kelley Trucking Inc., a local business in the community of Fairmount. The victim, John Kelley, 

was unconscious, not breathing and did not have a heartbeat. He was clinically dead. Luckily for 

John, there were employees who knew just what to do to save his life. 

Six employees were working with him at the time. Immediately, one employee, David Seehafer, 

ran and got the Automatic External Defibrillator (AED). In the meantime, another employee, 

Mike Easley and John’s son, Luke, got him in rescue position, while another employee, Con 

Cockrum, called 911. His wife (Dottie) assisted and the pads from the AED were attached, the 

machine analyzed his heart to find it was completely stopped and needed a defibrillator shock. 

His son Cal administered a shock and after the first shock, his son Luke began CPR compressions 

while his wife administered mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. The AED determined another shock 

was required, which Cal administered. This second shock restarted the heart and brought John 

back.  



When emergency crews from Fairmount Fire Protection District (FFPD) and Rural 

Metro/Pridemark Ambulance arrived on the scene, John was conscious and talking. The 

employees had saved his life by performing the CPR training they had received just a month 

before. 

 While in the hospital, no less than 25 doctors and nurses came in and told the family how 

remarkable it was that the bystanders were able to save him. The cardiologist said that when 

the heart goes into defibrillation, and complete cardiac arrest occurs, it almost always leads to 

death. Even when AED's are available, they are usually too late, and those that do survive are 

typically brain dead. They said that even with professionals, emergency procedures are not 

executed with the precision needed to get the outcome they had. One doctor commented, "it 

never happens like that, except in the training videos." If every person in that room had not 

responded calmly and efficiently, things would have turned out very different.  

The FFPD Board of Directors and Fire Chief will honor the five citizens at a Citizen Life Saving 

Award Ceremony at 4 p.m. on Wednesday August 12, 2015, at the Fairmount Fire Station 31, 

located at 4755 Isabell Street, Golden Colorado. The public and media are invited to attend the 

ceremony and to meet these life-saving citizens and the man whose life they saved. 

 

Additionally, after these events, the entire family believes in the importance of quality CPR 

training and availability of AEDs. They hope that by telling this story, it will encourage others to 

take CPR courses and businesses to invest in AEDs.  
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